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My name is Jasper, and with VISSCH+STAM, I tell stories

and build movements to create a sustainable future.



How can museums contribute 
to a more sustainable, safe, 
and equitable world? 
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THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS



If you had to choose one,  
which one would you dedicate  
the next decade of your life to?





Understanding the goals:
The Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform 

SDG Tracker: Measuring progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

SDG Fund: Case studies 

ICOMOS: Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development 

Library Map of the World: SDG Stories 

Museum and the SDGs

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
https://sdg-tracker.org/
https://sdg-tracker.org/
https://www.sdgfund.org/case-studies
https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/un-sustainable-development-goals
https://librarymap.ifla.org/stories
https://themuseumofthefuture.com/2018/06/27/museums-and-the-sustainable-development-goals/


GLOBAL GOALS,  
LOCAL ACTION



THREE TYPES  
OF ACTIONS:
Museums can lead the way 
Museums can support others 
Museums can change internally



https://themuseumofthefuture.com/2018/07/18/museums-and-the-sdgs-where-to-make-a-difference/

https://themuseumofthefuture.com/2018/07/18/museums-and-the-sdgs-where-to-make-a-difference/


Street Art Museum 
Amsterdam leads the way 
(SDG 8, 11) 



Billings Farm and Museum 
supports others (SDG 2, 9, 12)



Fashion For Good changed* 
internally (SDG 6, 9, 12)

* Actually, it was developed following sustainable guidelines.



YOUR CHOICE:
Museums can lead the way 
Museums can support others 
Museums can change internally



MUSEUMS LEAD THE WAY



Leading the way on the Sustainable 
Development Goals is a strategic decision.

MUSEUMS LEAD THE WAY



Society: From neutral, to curious, to conscious 

A conscious organization is astutely aware of 
developments in society. It seeks to address these 
developments in order to inform, debate, celebrate or 
comfort its audience and community. Such an 
organization takes active responsibility for the society it is 
a part of and for the people that live in it.

MUSEUMS LEAD THE WAY



CHOOSE YOUR TOPIC  
AND COMMIT



Choose your topic



Choose your topic

Jamtli New Village

Raising a flag



AND COMMIT 

Photo: Anders Hellberg



Commit to impact
Make it local 
Make it specific 
“Eradicate”, not “reduce” 
Collaborate 
Tell the world



ORGANIZE FOR IMPACT 



Organize for impact

2020
2023

2027 2030

Event Exhibition Movement and hub Success and spin off ngo



You cannot change the  
unspoken word.



MUSEUMS SUPPORT 
OTHERS



Supporting others with the Sustainable 
Development Goals is a strategic decision 
and a tactical choice.

MUSEUMS SUPPORT OTHERS



Community: From local, to platform, to embassy 

In an embassy, the organization becomes a community, a 
collective of many different, outwardly focused people 
who carry the story and the message of the organization 
into the world and throughout many aspects of their daily 
lives. They share the purpose and values of the 
organization. They support each other.

MUSEUMS SUPPORT OTHERS



Photo: Nelisiwe Nodada

SOUTH AFRICA 



Museums contribute to cleaning up …and counting bees, for example.



DEFINE YOUR VALUE 



gender equality

food

urban  
development

migration

water

biodiversity



Hold your museum upside 
down to find all value

Collections People

Knowledge
Space

Relationships

Networks

Money
Technology Audiences

Education



FIND YOUR PARTNERS 



Finding partners
SDG meetups 
Municipal meetings 
SDG action and impact days 
Local UN organisations 
NGOs and charities 
Citizen movements 
…





MUSEUMS CHANGE 
INTERNALLY



Changing internally to support the SDGs 
is a strategic decision, a tactical choice, 
and an operational attitude.

MUSEUMS CHANGE INTERNALLY



Resources: From proprietary, to practical, to shared 

In a shared approach to resources, everything is owned 
commonly and collectively and shared purposefully with 
others who share similar values. The organization invests and 
shares in the active development and innovation of new and 
better technologies. Organizations with this approach are 
often early adopters and push the boundaries of innovation. 

MUSEUMS CHANGE INTERNALLY







INVITE YOUR AUDIENCE 
TO BE THE AUDITOR



Use what we learned about participation …or invite artists to help you in the process.

Photo by Jason McDermott



Some internal options:
• Prioritise local, plant-based food (2.4) 
• Go smoke and alcohol free (3.5) 
• Encourage visitors to use public transport (3.6) 
• End all gender discrimination (5.1) 
• Provide free drinking water (6.1) 
• Use environment friendly cleaning materials (6.3) 
• Use electricity from renewable sources (7.2) 
• Employ youth and pay them fairly (8.5 / 8.6) 
• Open up and ‘green’ your public space (11.7)



https://medium.com/viewfinder-reflecting-on-museum-education/beyond-bathrooms-including-all-genders-through-language-300580834384

https://medium.com/viewfinder-reflecting-on-museum-education/beyond-bathrooms-including-all-genders-through-language-300580834384


COMMIT TO ONE THING
Write in the comments what you 
will try to achieve internally in your 
museum after the webinar







IN SUMMARY
Museums can lead the way 
by choosing a topic and committing 
Museums can support others 
by defining their value and partnering 
Museums can change internally 
by walking the walk while talking the talk



Further resources:
Quotes and descriptions from Quantum Culture. 

• Museums and the SDGs: Where to make a difference? 
• Museums and the Sustainable Development Goals: A how-to 

guide for museums, galleries, the cultural sector and their 
partners 

• Culture In The Sustainable Development Goals: A Guide For 
Local Action 

• Culture In The Implementation Of The 2030 Agenda 
• Intangible Cultural Heritage And Sustainable Development 

Questions and comments: 
jasper@visschstam.com • @jaspervisser

https://visschstam.com/quantumculture
https://themuseumofthefuture.com/2018/07/18/museums-and-the-sdgs-where-to-make-a-difference/
https://curatingtomorrow236646048.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/museums-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-2019.pdf
https://curatingtomorrow236646048.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/museums-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-2019.pdf
https://curatingtomorrow236646048.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/museums-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-2019.pdf
https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/culture_in_the_sdgs.pdf
https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/culture_in_the_sdgs.pdf
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/UN_SDG/culture2030goal_low.pdf
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/34299-EN.pdf
mailto:jasper@visschstam.com

